
 

 

 

 

 

 

Circular No 187/2020 

Dated 19 June 2020 

 

To Members of the Malaysian Bar 

 

Update on Request for Feedback on Proposed Amendments to Rules of Court 2012,  

Rules of the Court of Appeal 1994, and Rules of the Federal Court 1995 

 

We refer to Circular No 167/2020 entitled “Request for Feedback on the Proposed 

Amendments to Rules of Court 2012, Rules of the Court of Appeal 1994 and Rules of the 

Federal Court 1995” wherein we had invited Members of the Bar to provide feedback to 

proposed amendments of the rules of Court. 

 

Having taken into account the feedback from Members and after extensive deliberation in the 

Bar Council meetings, we submitted our preliminary views and proposed amendments to the 

Office of the Chief Justice of the Federal Court of Malaysia, on 5 June 2020.   

 

We had informed the Chief Justice that we are agreeable with the use of remote 

communication technology for Court proceedings (“Remote Hearings”) for proceedings 

under the Rules of Court 2012.  However, such Remote Hearings ought not include civil 

trials and hearings that require cross-examination of witnesses.  We also conveyed our stance 

that Appellate Court proceedings (relating to the Rules of the Court of Appeal and Rules of 

the Federal Court) should not be conducted by way of Remote Hearings.  It was also 

emphasised that the use of Remote Hearings should be a temporary measure for a prescribed 

period of one year.  Furthermore, Remote Hearings should only be resorted to with adequate 

safeguards and should be limited to situations where a departure from conventional 

proceedings is justified and in the interest of justice.  

As for leave applications, we disagreed with the Judiciary’s proposal to dispense with oral 

hearings.  Instead, we proposed that oral submissions be limited to a prescribed time for each 

party.  

We have also highlighted the concerns that Members have in respect of the legality of 

Remote Hearing, and the need to amend the relevant provisions, should Remote Hearings be 

introduced. 

We thank Members for providing their invaluable feedback. 

A G Kalidas  

Secretary 

Malaysian Bar 

https://www.malaysianbar.org.my/document/members/circulars/2020---2024/2020&rid=39518

